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IS ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 

HERE YET? 
 

AI, or Artificial Intelligence, is 

everywhere…movies, news programs, 

on your phones, and…well, just 

everywhere.  But just what is AI? 

 

In short, artificial intelligence is a 

computer that can think for itself, as 

people do (when they take the time to 

actually think).  That hasn’t happened 

yet. 

 

Basic computer programming is a set 

of instructions.  Something like 

A+B=C in its’ simplest form.  You 

can enter any 2 of the numbers and the 

computer comes up with the third 

number. 

 

More advanced computing is just a 

much longer set of instructions to a 

computer. 

 

When you speak into your phone, to 

dictate rather than use the keyboard to 

enter text, the phone examines the 

shapes of your sound waves and 

determines which bits of sound wave 

appear to be the same as letters or 

numbers.  There were a lot of errors in 

early sound-to-text utilities because 

there are so many variations in 

people’s voices.  So more advanced 

instructions were provided to the 

computer to allow for variances in the 

waves.  For any letter of the alphabet, 

or unique sound, the volume (height of 

the wave), speed of the speech (length 

of the wave), and other variations in 

the sound wave are allowed.   

 

These are specifically programmed 

into the sound-to-text program, which 

is still just carrying out its’ 

instructions without “thinking”. 

 

But there can be so much variation in 

voices that users were allowed to 

correct any errors.  The computer’s 

instructions then added that particular 

set of wave forms to the characters.  

This is referred to as self-learning, 

although it is not really that at all. 

 

So when will we have true AI?  The 

Turing Test developed by Alan 

Turing (did you see the movie 

“Imitation Game”?) is often used as 

the rudimentary test of true AI.  In 

essence, the Turing Test proposes that 

if one cannot distinguish dialog with a 

machine with dialog from another 

human being by using the replies to 

questions put to both, AI is present. 

 

Hmm, computers are not as intelligent 

as persons, but maybe they are smarter 

than, say, dogs.  You give the 

computer a command that it has 

learned (like a dog) and it carries it out 

without question.  The dog, though, 

may only respond to commands from 

a single person, and even then may 

think about the command for a while 

before deciding whether to go with it 

or do something else.  When was the 

last time your computer responded to 

a simple command with a message to 

you such as “Hey, dude.  I’m pretty 

busy thinking about how to ask that 

nice computer next door to share some 

bytes with me and don’t have time for 

your petty command right now.  Why 

don’t you go walk your dog for a 

while, cook dinner, and try again, say, 

sometime tomorrow. 

 

All in all, at this point in time, 

computers are as smart as a 

screwdriver, or an abacus. 

 

 

SYNC YOUR DEVICES 
 

With an increasing number of people 

using their phones and/or tablets rather 

than carrying their notebook 

computers with them all of the time, 

synchronizing information such as 

email, contacts, etc is an 

issue…although an issue that can be 

fairly easily resolved. 

 

Web access to emails, contacts and 

calendars is easy by logging into your 

Gmail, iCloud, or similar account – 

whichever you use. 

 

If you use Outlook and happen to use 

iCloud, Gmail, or similar web 

services, you can sync Outlook with 

these centralized internet providers. 

 

iCloud and Outlook.com email 

accounts easily synch with Outlook.  

Gmail abandoned their sync utility 

although there are third-party apps that 

work well.  I have been using Outlook 

for many years and use an app named 

Companionlink to synch Outlook on 

my computer with both my phone & 

tablet. 

 

 

SNIP & SKETCH 
BASIC INSTRUCTIONS 

 

In last month’s newsletter I mentioned 

Snip & Sketch, which is included with 

the October 10 update to Windows 10.  

If your computer is running Win10 

then you probably have Snip & 

Sketch. 

 

Snip & Sketch is such a useful tool 

that I thought it would be helpful to 

provide you with brief instructions to 

show how simple it is to use. 

 

1. Click the Start button and type in 

Snip.  This should bring up Snip 

& Sketch – click on it to start the 

program.  The Snip & Sketch 

window will be displayed and it 

looks like this: 
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2. In the upper left corner you will 

see the New button.  Here is a 

better view of that button: 

 

3. When you click the New button, 

the Snip & Sketch window will 

disappear and you will see a white 

plus sign ( + ) 

 

4. Move the cursor (+) to one corner 

of the area you want to copy, 

press and hold down the left 

mouse button to create a rectangle 

around what you want to copy.  

When you release the mouse 

button, the area will be copied to 

the Snip & Sketch window which 

will reappear…as shown in the 

next snip.  

 

 

5. You can now go into a document, 

email, etc and paste the snip with 

{CTRL+V} or you can save the 

snip.   

 

6. You can also edit the snip with 

controls in the Snip & Sketch 

window.  Here is a close-up of the 

editing controls: 

 

 

There is more that you can do with the 

snips.  For a nice video demonstrating 

Snip & Sketch, click on this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T

1p2kgd-Rsc   There is an overview, 

and instructions begin at around 1min 

40sec in the video. 

BTW – all of the graphic images in 

this newsletter were created with Snip 

& Sketch. 

Lastly, if you find that you like Snip & 

Sketch, then you can configure the 

PrintScreen (PrtScn) keyboard key to 

start Snip & Sketch.  To do this: 

1. Right-click the START button 

2. Click on Settings 

3. Click on Ease of Access 

4. In the left panel within the Ease 

of Access screen, click on 

Keyboard 

5. Scroll down the Keyboard options 

until you see Print Screen 

shortcut.  Move the slider to the 

ON position. 

6. Exit Settings 

7. Now, when you tap the 

PrintScreen key, Snip & Sketch 

will be started and ready to 

capture an area of the screen. 

 

 

WINDOWS 10 NOW HAS EMOJIS 

WELL.. SORT OF 

 

Windows 10 now has emojis, although 

Microsoft has named them 

kaomoji(s).  Just key in the 

WindowsKey+; (Windows Key and 

then tap either the semicolon or the 

period key) and the emoji menu will 

be displayed. 

 

 
 

But don’t get too excited.  What gets 

entered into your email, Word 

document, or other text, is a much 

cruder black-only version.  For 

example, the red heart shown above 

looks like this when selected:  ❤ 

 

It’s pretty lame, but does give you 

more variety than the basic smiley-

face    :)    or winky-face    ;)  

 

Hopefully Microsoft will do better on 

their next attempt. 

 

 

CRYPTOCURRENCY 
 

Facebook has been in the news 

recently because they are trying to 

convince governments to allow 

Facebook to set up its own 

cryptocurrency (think Bitcoin).   

 

Facebook is following in the footsteps 

of such financial wizards as Nicolas 

Maduro (president/dictator of 

Venezuela).   

 

Inflation and deflation of currency is 

generally a slow process in most 1
st
 

and 2
nd

 world countries. Here in the 

U.S. we know that the value of a 

dollar will probably go down over 

time, but what if every day we had to 

check to see if the dollar is worth only 

85 cents, or perhaps $1.15.  That’s the 

super downside of cryptocurrency. 

 

With no stability or real intrinsic value 

other than what investment 

speculators think they can buy or sell 

it for, why should any person or 

business accept Bitcoin or other 

cryptocurrency when the value may go 

down (or up if speculating) by a 

double-digit percent the next day, or 

further down the road? 

 

 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 

Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 

need professional computer support or tutoring.  
If you are not currently a client but wish to 

receive this free newsletter, send me a request 

via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 
distribution list.  Since the beginning of this 

newsletter, CCC has had absolutely no financial 

or investment interest in any recommend 
products or services. 

 

Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 
information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  

The recommendations are made in good faith 

and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 
cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 

assumes no responsibility for any problems that 

may be encountered as a consequence of the 
recommendations.  Always backup your 

computer and make sure that System Restore is 

set to On. 
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